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Session Outcomes

By the end of this session, 
participants will have:

• Determined the vertical 
progression of Maryland 
College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
(MCCRS);

• Analyzed various grade-
level tasks and discussed 
standard alignment.
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Progression Puzzle
Can you explain the vertical progression 

of The MCCRS? 

• Your Task: 
• As a group, glue the grade level standard strips in 

order from Pre-Kindergarten to grade 12. 
• Be prepared to engage in a gallery walk to share your 

responses.

6 minutes
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Gallery 
Walk

What do you notice about the vertical 
progression of MCCRS?

5 Minutes
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The MCCRS: A Vertical Progression
The standards provide a clear progression of learning 
goals that flow from one grade to the next;

Grade-level standards offer additional specificity, outlining the 
discrete knowledge and skills students need to know and be 
able to do by the end of each grade;

Vertical Progressions act as a bridge between The anchor and 
grade-level standards, showing how a given standard evolves 
over time and extends previous learning.

Anchor standards act as a sort of umbrella, giving a big 
picture view of what students need in order to be college 
and career ready;
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Maryland College and Career Ready Standards Clarifications

The Clarification statements detail for educators the skills 
necessary for students to demonstrate proficiency in each 
grade level standard.

Educators from the local systems worked together with the 
English Language Arts Department at MSDE  to create 
clarification statements that make up a coherent document 
that reflects the instructional shifts necessary to achieve the 
Common Core State Standards.
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Session Outcomes

By the end of this session, 
participants will have:

• Determined the vertical 
progression of Maryland 
College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
(MCCRS);

• Analyzed various 
grade-level tasks and 
discussed standard 
alignment.
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Analyzing Tasks and Standard Alignment 

Students compare and contrast 
coming-of-age stories by 

Christopher Paul Curtis (Bud, 
Not Buddy) and Louise Erdrich 

(The Birchbark House) by 
identifying similar themes and 

examining the stories’ approach 
to the topic of growing up. 

Step 1
Identify Action Words 

Step 2
Identify embedded 

skills/knowledge within task

Step 3
Align task with standard(s) 

RL.5.9-Compare and 
contrast stories in the 
same genre on their 

approaches to similar 
themes and topics 
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Show What You Know: MCCRS Edition

Task

With your group, read the posted task and 

determine standard alignment or misalignment 

and prepare a rationale before time runs out! 
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Game Rules

1. Participants will have a maximum of 3 minutes 

2. Each group will raise their “Ready” sign when finished. 

3. The 1st group to finish will share-out. 

4. If correct the group will earn 1 point. If incorrect, the group will lose 1 point
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Task 1
Students explain the 
relationship between 
time and clocks using 
specific information 
drawn from Bruce 

Koscielniak’s About Time: 
A First Look at Time and 

Clocks

Correct Answer
RI.5.3: Explain the relationships or 
interactions between two or more 
individuals, events, ideas, or 
concepts in a historical, scientific, 
or technical text based on specific 
information in the text
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Task 2
Students explain how 

Sandra Cisneros’s choice 
of words develops the 

point of view of the 
young speaker in her 

story

Correct Answer
RL.6.6: Explain how an author 
develops the point of view of the 
narrator or speaker in a text
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Task 3
Students identify the 
reasons Clyde Robert 

Bulla gives in his book A 
Tree Is a Plant in support 

of his point
about the function of 
roots in germination

Correct Answer
RI.1.8: Identify the reasons an 
author gives to support points in a 
text
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Task 4
Students analyze how the 

playwright Louise 
Fletcher uses particular 
elements of drama (e.g., 
setting and dialogue) to 
create dramatic tension 
in her play Sorry, Wrong 

Number

Correct Answer
RL.7.3: Analyze how particular 
elements of a story or drama 
interact (e.g., how setting shapes 
the characters or plot)
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Task 5
Students explain how the 

main idea that Lincoln 
had “many faces” in 
Russell Freedman’s 

Lincoln: A Photo 
biography is supported 

by key details in the text

Correct Answer
RL.3.2: Determine the main idea 
of a text; recount the key details 
and explain how they support the 
main idea
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Task 6
Students complete a 

quick write explaining 
how an example of 

nonliteral language adds 
to their understanding of 

a main idea in Starry 
Messenger

Correct Answer
RI.3.2

RI.3.2: Determine the main idea of 
a text; recount the key details and 
explain how they support the 
main idea

L.3.5.a: Distinguish the literal and 
nonliteral meanings of words and 
phrases in context (e.g., take 
steps)

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
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Task 7
Students explain how the 
specific image of a soap 

bubble and other 
accompanying 

illustrations in Walter
Wick’s A Drop of Water: 
A Book of Science and 
Wonder contribute to 

and clarify their 
understanding of

bubbles and water.

Correct Answer
RI.3.2

RI.2.7: Explain how specific images 
(e.g., a diagram showing how a 
machine works) contribute to and 
clarify a text.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
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Task 8
Students identify words 

and phrases within Molly 
Bang’s The Paper Crane 

that appeal to the senses 
and

suggest the feelings of 
happiness experienced 

by the owner of the 
restaurant (e.g., clapped, 

played, loved,
overjoyed)

Correct Answer
RI.3.2

RL.1.4: Identify words and phrases 
in stories or poems that suggest 
feelings or appeal to the senses.

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/3/2/
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Session Outcomes:

By the end of this session, 
participants will have:

• Determined the vertical 
progression of Maryland 
College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
(MCCRS);

• Analyzed various 
grade-level tasks and 
discussed standard 
alignment.
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Contact Us With Any Questions
Division of Curriculum, Improved Instruction and Professional Learning

Vanessa Williams
Program Specialist, MSDE
Vanessa.Williams2@maryland.gov

Zakia Ashley
English/Language Arts Elementary Specialist
Zakia.Ashley@maryland.gov

Access Office Resources and Presentations on Link to the Maryland Resource Hub

https://www.marylandresourcehub.com/
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